
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



  

 
 

  



  

At Barking Abbey School our students are encouraged to work and study hard and achieve all they are capable 
of academically. Equally importantly, we believe that they should become well-rounded citizens, who 
demonstrate good character habits in all aspects of their life, personal and professional. Standards and 
expectations are high, we lead a distinctive learning community, and we purposefully and explicitly prioritise the 
development of students’ character and academic accomplishments in equal measure, so that they flourish as 
socially aware, skilled citizens equipped to take their place on the world stage.  
 
Central to our ethos are the school’s 4 character strengths, they represent the core values that we are 
committed to developing at our school: Bravery, Excellence, Self-Discipline and Teamwork, underpinned by our 
motto: To Give and Expect the Best. Our bespoke programme of Character Education provides students the 
space to practise these positive character habits alongside their academic study, balancing the two elements to 
create a full and rounded educational experience. We believe that when we understand what a good life looks 
and feels like, when we value others enough to purposefully enable their own character developm ent, then 
together, we’ll flourish. 
 
Aristotle once wrote “We are what we habitually do.” The habits that children learn and practice when they are 
growing up follow them through into adulthood. Just as a school can be a place where each student can flourish 
academically, we believe that a school can also be a place where a child practises habits of Bravery, Excellence, 
Self-Discipline and Teamwork to enable them to make the right choice at the right time for the right reason. Our 
core purpose of developing character is planned and active. 
 
Our hugely successful Sixth Form offers a wide range of both A-Level and BTEC qualifications, to ensure students 
are able to successfully follow their chosen pathway, whether it be a Russell Group University, United States 
Sports Scholarship, or Degree Apprenticeship. We provide high quality teaching by staff with a track record of 
success: for example our Geography Department is the only one in the country to receive the Geographical 
Association Centre of Excellence Award 3 times. 
 
We offer an outstanding, experienced Pastoral Care system, ensuring every student is fully supported 
throughout their time with us. In addition, Key Stage 5 students enjoy the use of our brand new, state of the art 
Sixth Form Centre. This is an exciting time at Barking Abbey and we hope you will join us in ensuring even greater 
success in the future. 
 
We understand that making the choice about where and what to study in the Sixth Form is a major decision for 
students and families. With a focus on excellent academic teaching and our character education programme, 
Barking Abbey School Sixth Form offers a truly distinctive experience at this important stage of your life.  

  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

A LEVEL SUBJECTS 
 

SUBJECT EXAM BOARD 

Art and Design and Graphic Design AQA 

Biology AQA 
Business  EDEXCEL 

Chemistry AQA 
Computer Science OCR 

Design & Technology OCR 
Economics AQA 

English Literature EDEXCEL 

Geography EDEXCEL 
History OCR 

Maths EDEXCEL 
Further Maths EDEXCEL 

Physical Education AQA 
Physics AQA 

Psychology AQA 

Religious Studies OCR 
Sociology AQA 

 

BTEC SUBJECTS 

Level 3 BTEC in Business 
Level 3 BTEC in Performing Arts Dance 
Level 3 BTEC in Sport 
Level 3 BTEC in Information Technology 
Level 3 BTEC in Applied Psychology 

 
Subject specific information can be found on our website: www.barkingabbeyschool.co.uk 

 

HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME 
 
This is a programme for our top academic students who have achieved at least Grade 7 with an average point 
score of 50+. Students will need to be fully committed academically and have a strong desire to achieve the 
highest possible grades. 

 See website for further information. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING YOUR OPTIONS 
  
• ALL students will study a minimum of 3 A Levels, one subject should be chosen from 3 of blocks A, 

B, C and D.   

• You can mix A Levels with BTEC courses. e.g.  Level 3 BTEC Business Diploma (Block A and B) (worth 
2 A Levels) with another A Level subject from either Block C or Block D.  

• You may decide to do a BTEC Extended Diploma worth 3 A Levels, for example, in Sport or Business. 
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LEVEL 3 BTEC 

Business 
Dance 

Information Technology 
Psychology 

Sport 
 
 

(Please read the following information carefully)  
 
 
 

What makes vocational Qualifications different? 
 

• Students develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the vocational area they are studying. 
 

• Each vocational course is made up of a number of units, allowing students to build up their qualification 
in stages. 
 

 
• Students are assessed through coursework and examinations. 

 

• Students produce evidence for their key skills qualification through their vocational course. 
 

 

• Students take responsibility for their own learning by planning their work, doing research and regularly 
reviewing their progress. 

 
Why do we offer these BTEC courses? 
 

• They prepare students for the world of work and provide a good starting point for other qualifications 
such as NVQs that can be studied in the workplace. 
 

• Employers value the qualities that vocational students bring to the workplace e.g. organisation, time 
management, communication and research skills. 
 
 

• Universities value the independent study skills that vocational students bring to their courses.  
 

• The courses are flexible so that they meet the needs of a wide range of students.  They are available at 
different levels in a variety of formats. They can be taken alongside other qualifications such as 
traditional A levels. 

 

• They give students the opportunity to try a range of activities such as designing products, organising 
events, investigating how professionals work and working in teams. 
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